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THE SECRETARY OF STATE RIS R

WASHINGTON

TV

Tr

January 4, 1986

4«.’ ,.—)
Dear Bill: o v )

On November 12, 1985 the President directed that
concerned departments and agencies take necessary action
to assure preparation and publication of the authoritative
historical foreign affairs record at thirty years after
the event in the Department of State's Foreign Relations
of the United States series. Specifically, he asked me to
ensure that the record of the Eisenhower administration
through 1960 be published by 1990. I am confident that
this goal can be achieved by concerted efforts to expedite
production of this long-standing and respected series.

I am asking the Department of State's Historian to
provide a sound, achievable schedule to accelerate the
preparation and release of the published record. This
will require careful streamlining of the content of the
Foreign Relations volumes without any compromising of
established standards for accuracy and integrity. I am
also asking all bureaus in the Department and posts
overseas to cooperate fully in accelerating review of
historical documents without endangering national security
information and the confidentiality of the diplomatic
process.

The goal specified by the President requires full
coordination of the efforts of the Department of State and
other agencies. To launch this cooperative program I am
asking Under Secretary Ronald Spiers to act for me in
convening an interagency meeting in February. I ask that
you send senior officials with decision making
responsibility for the Foreign Relations work to this
session.

The Honorable
William J. Casey,
Director of Central Intelligence.
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The President's directive provides a unique
opportunity to ensure the publication of the nation's
diplomatic records on a sound and sustainable basis, and
to demonstrate a continuing commitment to the prompt and
orderly disclosure of historical documentation. I know
you will join me in achieving this objective.

Sincerely yours,

/g““"\.

George P. Shultz
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